2l6                         JEAN SIBELIUS.

When it appeared subsequently that the war

was going to be a prolonged one, the situation grew

serious for me personally owing to communications

being interrupted with my German publishers,

whose fees were my principal source of income, as

at that time and for a long time afterwards Finland

was not a party to the Bern convention, so that I

was deprived of the income I might have had from

the   performances   of  my  works   abroad.   The

strange attitude .-of; our country towards the Bern

convention kept" me for a long time in an extremely

unfavourable; financial   position   in   comparison

to my colleagues on the Continent.    I did not

derive the slightest material benefit from the fact

that my works were played to a growing extent in

the musical centres throughout the world.   It is

only during the last few years that there has been

a change in these abnormal conditions.

" The connection with Breitkopf & Hartel was,
however, arranged over Copenhagen through Wil-
helm Hansen, who also published much of my
work himself. I also soon found an English
publisher/'

During the early part of the war Sibelius sought
oblivion from the turmoil around him in composing
diligently. The visible traces of this work are
represented by a number of minor pieces, mostly
for the piano.

" In looking through the notes in my diary
during the first months of the war I see that from